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Certain Paſſages 
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| Mr. HW ----- —8 P R E F ACE, Ec. 


EY URNING over lately the 
Preface to Mr. Vs Edition of 
Shakeſpear, I cou'd not but be 
LARS offended at his making fo free 
with the Character of an honourable Gen- 
tleman who deſerved much better of him 
A than 
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(6) 
than foul Words and Miſrepreſentations: 
But this Way of Writing is ſo familiar 
to Mr. W. that it is no Wonder he has 
fallen into it here, ſacrificing, according to 
his Cuſtom, Truth and good Manners 
to his unreaſonable Paſſions and Self- 
ſufficiency. It is not fitting, however, his 
Scurrility and Inſolence ſhould paſs un- 
regarded ; or that the World ſhould be 
ignorant of the Cauſe of all this Out- 
rage and Ill-treatment. Sir T. H. the 
Gentleman above hinted at, with whom 
Mr. V. has held a Correſpondence on 
this Subject, was deſirous of ſeeing pub- 
liſhed as handſome and correct an Edition 
of Shakeſpear, and withal at as eaſy a 
Rate to the Publick as poſſible: Mr. V. 
on the contrary, was for making a Pro- 
fit of it to himſelf ; and, either from a 
Thirſt of Gain, or from a Motive of Va- 
6 nity, was for ſwelling the Edition with 
his own wild Conceits and injudicious 
| Reflections: This Sir T. wou'd never 
conſent to; and hence all Mr. Vis Ma- 
lice, which he ſoon after diſplay'd in 
| that 
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(7) 
that. ingenious memorable Note of his, 
tack*d., to Mr. Pope's laſt Book of the 
Dunciad :— Mr. Pope's Quarrel to Sir T. 
was, that he preſumed to republiſh. an 
Author which had before paſſed through 
his Hands, and Mr. Wes, that he ſhould 
do it without his Farticipation, The 
| honourable Gentleman, however, perſiſting 
in it, Mr. V. demanded back his Let- 
| ters ; ; and in this he acted very wiſely ; 5 
for I am told in them he has been as 
laviſh in his Flatteries and Encomiums 
upon Sir T's Talents, as he has ſince been 
in his ungentlemanlike Reflections; and 
it wou'd by no Means have lock'd well 
to have been found contradicting him- 
ſelf. Whatever was Mr. es s. Opinion 


of Sir T. I have good reaſon to believe 
that Gentleman? 8 of him Was always one 


and the ſame; for he ever eſteemed him 
to be as indifferent a Critick as he has 
proved himſelf a Reaſoner in his other 
Works; and was often heard to ay, 
** The only Uſe he cou d find in Mr. W. 


„Was, in ſtarting the Game ; be was 
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(8) | 
"not to be truſted in running it down.” 
So that if he ever made uſe of any other 

Emendations of Mr. Vs, than ſuch as 
had before appear'd in Print, (which I 
apprehend every Man has a Right to) I 
am perſuaded they were only thoſe which 
happened to correſpond with his own; 
for he not only approved of few or none 
of what Mr. V. had ſent him, but was 
very much upon his Guard in this Par- 
ticular, after Mr. V. had called for his 
Letters, well knowing this Gentleman's 
Propenſity to Abuſe, —which he had ex- 
erciſed ſo liberally upon other Occaſions. 
— 80 much for the plain Matter of 

Fact, which it is but juſt the Publick 


ſhould be informed of, that they may be 


able to paſs a proper Judgment on Mr. 
Js Conduct in this Matter: In Con- 
firmation of it, I ſhall beg Leave to ſub- 
join a Letter from a very candid as well 
as ingenious Critick, which tends not 
only to juſtify Sir T. but undeceive Mr. 
V. likewiſe, by giving him to under- 
| Rand, that whatever he may think of 
21 | himſelf, 


1 
himſelf, the World is not ſo univerſally 
agreed as he imagines, in ſubſcribing to 
his critical Merits; and that he is fo 
far from having improved upon the for- 
mer Editions of. Shakeſpear, that he has 
in Truth alter'd many Things for the 
Worſe; and added others that no Man 
in his Senſes can ever think of admit- 


ing : 


+ & £ | 
HAVE lately received Mr. s 
. Shakeſpear, and am very angry at his 
Treatment of Sir T. H. —— Had any of 
Sir T's Friends as inexorable Reſentments 
as Mr. V. he has certainly given great 
Room for Payment in kind; for I be- 
lieve I cou'd myſelf publiſh, in a feu 
Weeks, an Ofavo of Mr. Wes Miſtakes, 
together with his Want of Candour, in 
paſſing over, without Notice, ſome of + | 
the beſt Emendations of Sir T, — This | 
is not at preſent my Province; but I + 
| ſhall endeavour, ſometime or other, to 
ſet Sir T's Character in a true Light, 


and ſhall obſerve how much the Name 
of Critic has been brought into Con- 
tempt, by that rough, unmannerly, abu- 
five Stile, which the Moderns have al- 
moſt all dealt in, and which Sir T. of 
all Men living, was beſt qualified utterly 

to have expelled from the Regions of 

Criticiſm: —— That Mr, Pope was ex- 
tremely to blame for his Reſentment to 
Sir T. ſince the latter's greateſt Fault was 
paying too great a Deference to the Au- 
thority of his Edition; and that Mr. 8s 
aroſe only from Sir T's Deſire of oblig- 
ing the Publick with a beautiful Edi- 


| tion of his favourite Author, the Expence | 


of which he generouſly bore a great Part 

of himſelf: It is true he might, per- 
| haps, make uſe of ſome of Mr. s 
Emendations, which the latter looks on 
as an Invaſion of his Property: But how 
could it be avoided ? Ought he not to 
have inſerted what he thought the true 
Reading in every Paſſage, by whomſo- 
ever it had been communicated? Unleſs 
therefore, Sir, T. had been engaged by 


Pro- 


pears a fine Expreſſion. 


(42) 

Promiſe to him, to let him have a Pro- 
fit from the Edition, which is not pre- 
tended, I cannot ſee that his Conduct 
deſerves any thing from the Publick, but 
| Gratitude for his Generoſity, — Before 
I quit this Subject I ſhall trouble you with 
two or three of the many Inſtances 1 
have collected of Mr. s bad Taſte and 
Judgment: They are taken from the 
Midſummer Night's Dream; but I can 
aſſure you all the reſt of the Plays do no 
leſs abound with his Errors than this, 
which is full of 'em. though I ſend you 
here but ſome few: _ 


ACTI Se. 1. 
— —— she lingers my Deſires 


Like to a Step-Dame, or a Dowager, 
Long withering out a young Man's 
Revenue. 


Tux laſt Line, Mr. V. ſays, is cer- 
tainly not good Engliſb; —to me it ap- 
The Debts 


the young Man is obliged to contract, 
Timber 


(12) 

Timber feld, and Lands impoveriſh'd, 
(the common Fate of jointur'd Eſtates) 
are all expreſs'd by it : Theſe and other 
Difficulties a young Man under ſuch Cir- 

cumſtances has to ſtruggle with, may 
very properly be faid to wither out his 

Revenue, —- long wintering on contains 
neither ſo many, ſo jaſt, nor ſuch poeti- 
cal Ideas. | 


W-— Edit. p. 95. 

-- Is a Form in Wax 

By him imprinted, and within his 
Power 


To leave the Figure, or ee it. 


This ſeems to me very good Senſe, and 
naturally expreſſed: Vour Father has ab- 
ſolute Power over your Life; as he gave 
it you, he can either leave you the Poſ- 
ſeſſion of it, or take it from you: The 
Simile of the Form in Wax is appoſite to 
this; but not content with plain Engliſb, 
Mr. V. wou'd engraft a French Word 
upon our Author, eve, which by no 
: 8 Means 
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Means anſwers ſo naturally, and is little 
better than Tautology; for the Impreſſion 
of a Seal on Wax gives the Relief, and 
once given it is not heighten'd or re- 
lieved farther: A Seal-Cutter may heighten 
the Relief, on a Seal, but not the Im- 
preſſion on the War, when it is once 


made. 


Mr. Ws n therefore is no. more 
than this: 


You are but as a Form of Wax 
By him imprinted, and within his 
Power 


imprint the Figure, or disfigure it. 


Aer 
The human Mortals want their Win- 
ter Here. 


Mr. V. reads, heryd; an old obſolete 
Word, uſed, as he ſays, by Chaucer and 
| Spencer, for praiſed or celebrated ; but 


this 1 is a Reaſon rather why Shakeſpear 
B  wou'd 


CSE 
wou'd not have made uſe of the Word: 
for he by no Means affects an obſolete 
Stile; and it wou'd be a Fault in a 
_ Dramatick Poet to do it: Spencer, in- 
deed, profeſſedly adopted almoſt all Chau- 
cer's Language, and it was proper to 
his Subjects ; it gave an Air of Anti- 
. quity to his Allegories, and of Ruſticity 
to his Paſtorals : Now theſe few which 
Shakeſpear makes Uſe of, are almoſt all to 
be found in Fletcher, Fobnſon, and the reſt 
of the Drammatick Poets of his Age: 
Chaucer, therefore, Spencer, and Mandevil, 
are not ſufficient Authority for the Inſer- 
tion of any Word into the Text of Shake- 
Hear; much leſs is Skinner, or any of 
the Gloſſariſts; unleſs Mr. W—— can 
K prove the Uſe of the Word by any of his 
Contemporaries, among which Spencer, 
as was obſerved, is not to be included: 
And if this be admitted to be a good 
Rule, it would cut off at leaſt one 
Fourth of all Mr. — s Emendations ; | 
for he ſeems to have a more. than ordi- 
nary Fondneſs for Obſoleteneſs. But 
nd | there 


e 
there is a particular, beſides this general 
Objection, to the Word heryd ; it gives 
the very fame Idea with the following 
Line, 


No Night is now ; wide Hou or Carol 
bleſt — 


for to hery is to celebrate with Praiſe ; fo 
that what Mr. brings as a Proof is 
really a Diſproof of h is Conjefture : For, 
there is ſcarce any Writer in the World fo 
careful of avoiding Tautology as Shake- 


ſpear. The Place is allowed to be corrupt ; : 


but ſurely, the Emendation in in 


the Oxford Ranken 
Want their Winter's Cheer- 


ſo caſy, ſo cloſe to the Letter, and gives 
a Senle fo conſonant to the Context, that 


—_—_— 


no Man leſs given to Contradiction than 


Mr. ,, would be inclined to difal- 
low of it. It is ſomething particular here, 
that Mr. #-—-, who is fo fond of ex- 
poſing, when he can, all the Conjectures 
in the Oxford Edition, ſhould omit pur- 
poſely any Mention of this; and ſeems to 

be 


(16). 
be a greater Argument of his Modeſty 
than his Ingenuity. The next Alteration 
is paſſed over in the ſame Manner, that his 
own may ſtand unrival'd: 


— — The Spring, the Cummer, 
The chiding Autumn, angry Winter, 
change 
Their wonted Liveries, and th'amaz d 
World 


By their Increaſe now knows not winch 


is which. 


Let any unprejudic'd Perſon, weighing 
the Senſe of this Paflage, ſay, whether In- 


verſe, which the Oxford Edition makes it, 
is not to be preferr'd to Mr. *% In- 
chaſe? Indeed, if Uncommoneſs and Stiff- 
_ neſs are Arguments for either, Mr. 7, 
it muſt be rs, is in the right. 


Again, Mr. ——, in Page 136, pat. 
ſes over a Conjecture of the Oxford Edi- 
tor, fearing, I ſuppoſe, it might ſtrike the 
impartialReader in Preference to his own— 
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(17) 


- Can E not hate t me, as. = know you 


But you ; muſt join # n Saul to mock me 
too? 3 
| The Oxford Edition. alters it wo, in 
 Flouts, © | 
Mr. — to Inſolents. 


Pag. 148. | 


So doth the Woodbine, the ſweet Ho- 
neyſuckle 


Gently entwiſt, the female Joy 15 
— the barky Fingers of the Elm. 


Here we have a Word foiſted in, and 
another removed by Mr. —, without 
Neceflity or Authority : He will have it, 


Gently Entwiit the Maple, throwing 
out the Word Female; whereas, if we will 


but take the Honeyſuckle for the Flower, 
and the Woodbine for the Stalk or Tree, 


which may be done without any great Vi- 


olence, the Senſe is very eaſy and intelligi- 
ble, 


. 
88 


* 


wry 5 7 A N N e Ne 3 . . 
74 1 
, wy 1871 * A . 


AR Sg 


» 


CO IS * 
2 
* 2 . 


" * 
2 
* 


< 
Fe" 


1 


. 
. 
N 4 - 


F 
128 * 
y * 4 
— x: * 
5 38. 
2 
"4 
* 
4 
45 , 
-— 
8 
4 N 


e e 1 


12 18 * 
ble, making Honeyſuckie the Nomina- 
tive Caſe; or, as it is pointed in the Ox— 
Ad Edition, making Woodbine and 
Honeyſuckle a Repetition only of the 
ſame Thing. I can ſee no Sort of Reaſon 
for any Alteration at all; for I do not 
know whether the Repetition here is not 
rather a Beauty than to be condemned as 
Tautology : I am ſure, excludeng the 
Epithet Female, the prettieſt and moſt 
poetical Word in the Sentence, and intro- 


5 ducing the flat unauthorized Word Maple 
in itsſtead, is making bad, granting i it to 


A 


e. 1. 
| 9 and Gagel! tedious and AY 7 


That is hot Ice, and * Arrange 
Snow. 


3 


| The Oxford Bdition 191 it, nnen 
feorching Snow. Mr. W. a wond'rous 


' frange Shew . Let the candid and im- 


partial Reader judge which is preferable ; 


che former preſerves the poetick Spirit, 
bY T- s Au- 


5 
Antitheſis, and Meaſures, the latter, in my 
umble Conceit, not one of them all. 
nd ſuch, Sir, are moſt of Mr. 78 
lterations, which any Man, who will 
ive himſelf the Trouble of examining 
them, will ſoon diſcover, and, I dare 
venture to promiſe, as certainly condemn. 


I am, 
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